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times of the Deluge (Kaliyuga) and now people only show that place. It
is said here that God Almighty as mentioned in the sacred secret texts in his
fourth mien, gives his appearance here.
The temple here is four hundred square feet in area and resemble
the temple at Tiruvattoor in the two big ramparts. The lotus like top of
the sanctorum idol shrine is built as high as two palm trees with a
disc (Gharka) on the top. The front sanctuary is spacious with a globe like
construction above, with tops on the four sides. Outer walls are decorated
with laterite stone with fine art pieces carved on it. There are several smaller
temples built around the sanctum sanctorum. There is an imperishable
Banyan tree (Akshyavatam on which Vishnu is represented as floating) and a
MuktiMantap (Platform) in the temple compound. If one does prayer there, one
achieves transmigration, it is said. There is a big kitchen shed accommoda-
ting four hundred hearths in the outer ramparts of the temple. On
each hearth it is so arranged that twelve pots of rice can simultaneously
be cooked. Such hearths are sold for five thousand rupees each. The
cooks who cook the prasad here are entitled for one fist full of cooked rice per
pot and they earn well by this. Sixteen hundred and twenty-five pounds or
two thousand markals of rice is daily cooked here for being offered to God.
Five hundred potter families live here. Sin of contamination by mouth
(uchhishtam) is not observed here. As the temple is situated on the moun-
tain Neeladri it appears to us that the sanctum sanctorum is constructed
hundred feet high.
There are four gates on the four sides of the temple. On the eastern
gate a lion is carved and so it is called Lion's gate. Government officials
will be there to issue tickets to persons entering the temple. Since this
Jagannatham (Puri) temple is in.Odhra country (Orissa) and from Suvarna-
rekha river at Jeleswar to Rishikulya river at Gunjam it is Odhra (Orissa)
country, people living in between these two places are not charged any tax.
If pilgrims from otter parts come here they will be charged two rupees and
six annas per head for a stay of four days, a visit to the temple daily, meals,
and to leave on the fifth day. If people want to stay further the charges will
be multiplied by the rule of three and charged extra and then issued tickets.
While Issuing tickets the officiating priest who accompanies the group will
also be named in the ticket as in charge of the group. If the party overstays
without informing the authorities the accompanying priest (Panda) is charged
a fine of twelve rupees. So the Pandas will see to it that the pilgrims do not
stay a minute more than permissible and see them off up to the hill pass and get
the report completed after duly submitting the ticket in the office at the temple.
There are about seven hundred families of these priests (Pandas) here.
They belong to thirty-six tribes each attending to a particular service in the
temple like worship, cooking, etc. . The courtesans of this temple usually
perform the duties such as carrying Vinjamaram (Chowri) and articles used
in the rituals for the deities but not dance. Groups of instrumentalists are also